
                                                   

     

Refugees Welcome in Britain 
 

Yesterday, David Cameron announced Britain would take 20,000 refugees over five years. Today Parliament will 

debate this statement and on Monday September 14th, European Justice and Home Affairs Ministers will meet to 

discuss Europe’s response to the refugee crisis. 

 

Ahead of these meetings I urge you as my MP to call on the Prime Minister to increase Britain’s role specifically by: 

- Ramping up the emergency resettlement of the 20,000 Syrians committed to on September 7th. 

- Committing Britain to relocate our fair share of the tens of thousands currently fleeing into Europe. 

- Pledging to give technical and financial support to EU countries, like Greece, managing reception of refugees. 

- Substantially increasing Britain’s resettlement pledge for Syrians and asylum seekers from other war zones. 

- Helping families separated by forced displacement to reunite with their relatives already living in Britain. 

- Establishing other legal avenues for refugees to reach Britain, through humanitarian or asylum visas. 

- Funding search and rescue efforts. 

 
The Crisis in Numbers 
60 million people across the world have been forced to flee their homes. 
351,314 people have crossed the Mediterranean so far this year. 
2,643 people are known to have lost their lives making the crossing in 2015. 
58% of arrivals into the EU in 2015 were from the warzones of Syria, Eritrea or Afghanistan. 
The top three refugee hosting countries are Turkey (1.6m refugees), Pakistan (1.5m) and Lebanon (1.15m). 
Britain currently hosts just 0.6% of the world’s refugees. 
In the year ending June 2015, Britain received just 4% of all asylum claims made in the EU. 
This weekend Germany took in 20,000 -- the same number Cameron has proposed for Britain in five years, and will 
consider 800,000 asylum applications this year. 
 
Is David Cameron’s September 7th refugee proposal enough? 
Britain has contributed significantly in aid to refugees in the region, and yesterday's commitment to resettle 20,000 is 
welcome. But it is insufficient. The UNHCR Special Rapporteur has said Britain’s fair share of the 1 million Syrians in 
dire need of resettlement would be about 14,000 Syrians a year for five years. The refugee crisis is intensifying, and 
the need for help has increased. It is clear Britain needs to do more for Syrians and refugees from other war torn 
countries. 
 

Cameron’s proposal does nothing to address the current European refugee crisis with tens of thousands arriving right 

now on our doorstep, and Cameron has opted out of a coordinated approach that the UNHCR says is the ‘only way to 

solve this problem’. 

 

Britain must work to find solutions to the wars forcing people to flee their homes, and must help devise a global 21st 

century refugee policy that deals with the magnitude of the problem. But urgently, our country must commit to take 

more refugees this year and thereafter, participate in an urgent and comprehensive European plan to provide support 

to EU countries on the frontline of reception, share the protection of those who have already arrived in Europe, while 

ensuring family reunification and increasing all legal routes to safety so as to reduce the numbers of families forced to 

make the dangerous journeys with smugglers. 

 
As my MP I call on you to ask the Prime Minister to do more for the world’s refugees. 

 


